
 

3rd Grade 
Language Arts 

AKS/Objective: Describe characters in a story; Explain how their actions contribute to the 
sequence  of events  

This means… 

I can… Talk about how characters look and 
how they feel. (Is the character good or bad, 
etc.) 

I can...Explain how a character’s behaviors 
change how the story is told 

This looks like… 

Action 1: During and after reading or listening to a 
story, your child should be able to describe 
characters using pictures and words by drawing a 
picture of what they think (For example: The 
character is kind because she brings a basket of 
goodies to her grandma when grandma has a 
cold. She hopes this will make her feel better) 

Action 2: During and after reading or listening to a 
story, your child should be able to draw a picture 
of character behaviors.. 

Activity Title: Characters  LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: 

1. “Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut” by Derrick Barnes  
2.  Pencil (writing utensil) 
3. Paper 

Directions:  

1. Begin reading/listening to the story 

2. Pause during the reading to ask if your child can describe what the character(s) look like 
(traits you can see), then ask if they can describe any traits you can’t see.  

3. Use the anchor picture to have your child try to draw a picture of “outside” traits and 
“inside” traits.   

4. After the story, talk about how both traits create how the story is told. 
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If the activity is too hard, try this:  

1. Begin reading/listening to the story. 
2. Pause during the reading to have your child look at the picture.  Together, focus on the 

look on the character’s face.  
3. Have your child make the same face.  Ask: “How do you feel when you make that face?” 

“How do you think the character feels?” 
4. Use the character emotions chart as a guide, as needed.  

 

Activity 

1. Choose a character from the story.  
2. Have your child draw three pictures of the character’s face: a) beginning of the story b) 

middle of the story  c) end of the story. 
3. Discuss the differences in the faces and what that meant for the character in the story. 

 

If the activity is too easy, try this:  

1.      Choose one character from your story. 
2.      Think about the different traits that this character displayed throughout the story, 
especially traits in response to different situations. 
3.      Create a list of the character’s helpful traits and a list of the character’s problematic traits. 
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Helpful Traits Problematic Traits 

    

    

4.      Write 3 – 5 sentences that  describe the different sides of your character. You can use the 
sentence frames below to help you. 

Example: Red Riding Hood is helpful because she takes the basket to her grandmother for her 
mom.  

“_________________ is _______________ because_______________.” 

“Often my character seems to be____________, but sometimes the character is ___________.” 
“My character is mostly _______________.  But he or she shows a different side when 
________________. 

If the activity is just right, try this:  

1. Choose a character from your story. 
2. Think of 3 major traits that your character displays. 
3. For each trait, give an example from the story that shows the character displaying the 

trait. 
 

“_(fill in blank)_ is _(fill in blank)_ because_(fill in blank)_.”

“Often my character seems to be_(fill in blank)_, but sometimes the character is _(fill in blank)_.” “My character 
is mostly _(fill in blank)_. But he or she shows a different side when _(fill in blank)_.


